

RIVERHEAD PARISH COUNCIL
April Minutes 2022

	Minutes of the meeting of the Riverhead Parish Council held at 19.30 hours on Tuesday 19th April 2022.

	1. PRESENT:
Mrs Kennett (Chairman), Mrs King (Vice Chairman), Mr Colnet, Mrs Stewart, Mrs Hooper   and Mr Croucher
Apologies accepted: Mrs Collins, Mr Smith and Cllr Bayley SDC
Also present: Mrs Penollar (retiring Clerk) and Mrs Estefani (new Clerk)
Present by Zoom: Cllr Chard, KCC

	2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
None

	3. MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st March 2022 had previously been circulated and were approved and signed. 

	4. Reports from District/County Councillors
Cllr Chard reported that he was dealing with the following issues in Riverhead
· People walking on the wrong side of the railings near Tesco
· Chipstead Lane issues – he requested news from the residents on the state of Chipstead Lane whilst the road through Chevening was closed.
· Parking on Worships Hill blocking the road – Cllr Chard will work with the schools.
· Covers Farm Quarry planning application – more details have been requested from the applicant about this planning application for an old quarry that therefore falls under KCC Waste and Mineral jurisdiction. If granted, it is likely to increase traffic in Riverhead whilst the work is carried out. 

	5. MATTERS FOR REPORT
a. Action points outstanding since previous meeting
· Solar panel storage battery 
· Cllr Stewart reported that the solicitor has not responded to emails or telephone calls in respect of the amendment to the right of way on the Parkland entrance for Ragstones. Clerk was asked to formally email the solicitor and copy in the other partner.
· Populate the KALC carbon footprint calculator with raw data from pre-pandemic 2019/20 
· Identify which streetlights need redecorating first as this work could be started soon.
· Watering planters around Village.
· Cllr Kennett offered to store the new lawn mower until storage in the Parkland has been resolved.
b. Platinum Jubilee event
· Cllr Croucher offered to review the Council’s insurers emails about what is required to host the Platinum Jubilee event and prepare the risk assessment.
· Cllr Hooper offered to design an advertising poster.
· Cllr King reported the difficulties in finding external parties to supply food and drink on the day. Clerk was requested to find out if the Council can sell food and drink. Cllr Stewart will approach the school PTAs to see if they are interested in selling refreshments as a fundraiser for the school.
· Cllr Kennett has received the Jubilee card drawn by David Freedman for Riverhead residents to sign for The Queen and will keep collecting signatures up and post it after the Parkland party.
c. Highways
Street lights
· Nothing to report
Footpaths and pavements
· It was noted that a few residents as well as some Councillors were out for the Clean Up Spring Clean campaign. It was agreed that the Council could not organise a Village working party before the Jubilee weekend and Cllr Stewart offered to ask a local volunteer to help.
Street furniture 
· The Riverhead sign for Maidstone Road sign has been ordered at the cost of £150.66.
· Cllr Kennett will ask the Duke of Edinburgh Award volunteer to top up the fountain during the summer and Cllr Stewart will talk to a local volunteer about keeping it clean.
Traffic and local parking
· Cllr Stewart will arrange the next Speedwatch session.
· It was agreed that regular sessions should be set up and that it was worth continuing to insure the equipment.
Local business and services
· A scaffolding tower was reported as stolen from Lyndhurst Drive and a window was smashed on Shoreham Lane during the month.
c. Village Hall
The following weekly and monthly checks were carried out:
· Hall emergency lighting 
· The warning beeper on the fire alarm system was tested and found to sound.
· The alarm in the disabled toilet was functioning.
· First aid box was checked.
· The fire exit is clear.
· The defibrillator battery was “OK” and heated box is in working order.
· A visual inspection of all fire extinguishers has also been carried out this month.
· Little Mill Construction have completed the installation of the new roof lights. 
· The fire alarm system is being upgraded this week and the Clerk offered to meet the installers in the morning and Cllrs Croucher and Colnet offered to check when the work was finished.
· The Village Hall team have reviewed the 2 decorating quotes and decided to use TGA Decorators to decorate the Village Hall during the summer at the estimated cost of £1,665.95. It was noted that the scope may change slightly given all the installation work currently being carried out for the roof windows and fire alarm. The Council will provide the paint.
· The current party interested in using the Village Hall for a pre-school is progressing with Ofsted and the necessary government bodies, which looks promising.
d. Parkland
· Cllr King reported that there were 5 volunteers at the monthly working party and a new path was made by clearing brambles at the top kissing gate near the path to the infant school.
· Next month’s working party will be a week earlier than usual on Wednesday 4th May.
· It was agreed to replace broken hedge trimmer part for use in the Parkland.
· Cllr Kennett, the Clerk and two local residents helped the delivery driver haul the 3 new parkland benches quite a long way into the Parkland. The delivery driver was tipped for his extra effort and it was agreed to repay the Clerk for the tip.
· One bench has already been set up by a group of volunteers. Cllr Colnet offered to move the benches to the correct location and then Cllr King will arrange for the other 2 benches to be set up.
· Some emergency tree surgery in the Dell area has been carried out at the cost of £180.
· There has been a query about installing wooden play equipment in the Parkland again, but the Clerk reported that the person requesting it had not responded the reply email.
· Cllr King will ask the team that mow the paths to make them wider before the Parkland Jubilee party. 
e. Allotments & Open Spaces
· There is still movement in plotholders, but the waiting list is still being added so no vacancies are anticipated.
· The beekeepers on the Macartney site have removed their hives for the moment after issues with a few aggressive bees. 
· Cllr Hooper is collating the Open Spaces team comments on the latest draft lease for the Scout site and will send specific comments back to the solicitors.
f. Communications
· No breaches in GDPR were reported in the month.
· Cllr Hooper will start advertising the Parkland Jubilee party and the Clerk will scan the Jubilee card as a jpeg for her to use on social media.

	6. FINANCE
a. Review and approve invoices for payment
· The list of payments distributed totals £19,298.40. The large invoices from suppliers are from CJS Plants for the summer planting and 6 months maintenance at £3,558, the membership fee to KALC which totals £1,102.06 and Little Mill have invoiced £5,280.00 and £5,400.00 for the final invoices for the completion of the roof light installation. It was agreed to renew the KALC membership. The anomaly in how PAYE has been calculated by the Payroll Officer was explained and the Clerk confirmed it has all been sorted. The Clerk is waiting to find out if the Council will be charged any interest in the overdue amounts, but the Payroll Officer is confident there won’t be any penalty fees. The list of payments in the month was reviewed and approved.
· It was noted that the Council will need to pay Spy Alarms £1,635.80 on completion of the installation of the fire alarm on Friday and the monthly invoice for the photocopier hire is also due. It was approved that these amounts are settled promptly once 2 councillors have reviewed the invoices.
b. Annual Return 2021-22
· The draft AGAR, the annual return was distributed as a hard copy and Councillors asked to review during the month. The Internal Auditor will review it shortly. It is hoped the Council can approve and sign at the May meeting.
 c. Matters to report
· Income received total £1,440.01 and mainly relates to the grant totalling £1,252.01 from the Covid-19 Contain Outbreak Management Fund which reimbursed the council for covid expenses during part of the pandemic.
· It was agreed to accept the quote for scrap value of £442 for the 2 silver trophies donated to the Parish Council. Cllr Collins has written a thank you card to last member of the Riverhead Gardening Society who donated the cups to be used for the benefit of Riverhead.

	8. PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT
· Planning applications reviewed in the month were:
22/00713/HOUSE – 24 Chipstead Lane, Riverhead, TN13 2AG
Outbuilding to rear garden. Response: support
22/00806/HOUSE – 36 Lyndhurst Drive, Riverhead, TN13 2HQ
Removal of retaining wall, pond and paving in the rear garden, single and double rear extension, new porch, internal and external alterations, removal of central chimney, roof lantern, juliette balcony and alterations to fenestration. Response: support
22/00786/HOUSE – 17 Marlborough Crescent, Riverhead, TN13 2HH
Construction of a rear single storey extension. Construction of side 1st floor extension over existing to remain garage and construction of a porch and alterations to fenestration. Response: support
22/00781/FUL – Unit E Ryedale Court, Riverhead, TN13 3DN
Demolition of an existing office building Block E and proposed development of 29 new residential apartments, with associated under-croft and surface parking, cycle park facilities, bin storage & landscaping. Response: objection with reasons provided
· Planning permission was granted by Sevenoaks District Council for 29 Homefield Road, 11 Barnfield Road, 36 Uplands Way and 10 Marlborough Crescent. It was refused for the Land south of Little Brittains, Brittains Lane.
· Tree work in the conservation area will be carried out at The Red House and Montreal Road.

	9. CORRESPONDENCE
· Cllr Collins has looked at the KCC Strategic Statement 2022 and will liaise directly with the chair of Sevenoaks KALC.
· The KALC newsletter has been distributed and is being published in a new style 
· Other newsletters are received by email and reviewed by the Chairman and forwarded if relevant.

	10. CLERK’S OFFICE
· The draft minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting were distributed for review during the month. 
· Cllr Bayley has supplied further information from SDC in respect of the query about increased parking by parents on Worships Hill being detrimental to pollution.
· Cllr Stewart attended 2 virtual conferences this month Working Together to make Communities Safer” which is at a national level run by NALC and Health and Wellbeing’ run by KALC. 
· The next Seniors coffee morning is on Thursday 28th April and the Clerk will purchase cakes.



The meeting closed at 9.05 pm
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