RIVERHEAD PARISH COUNCIL
November Minutes 2022

	Meeting of the Riverhead Parish Council held at 19.30 hours on Monday 21ST November 2022.

	[bookmark: _Hlk109035159]1. PRESENT:
Mrs Collins (Chairman), Mrs Kennett (Vice-Chairman), Mrs King (Vice Chairman), Mr Colnet, Mr Croucher, Mr Smith and Mrs Stewart. 
Also present: Mrs Estefani (Clerk), Mr John Stambollouian (Chairman Brittains Lane Assoc.), Mr Hugh Potter (BLA secretary) and Ms Julie Thomson (BLA fundraiser).
Apologies accepted: Cllr Bayley SDC
Not present: Cllr Brown SDC and Cllr Chard KCC

	2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None declared

	3. MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17th October 2022 had previously been circulated and were approved and signed. 

	4. Reports from District/County Councillors
None reported

	5. MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE COUNCIL
a) Brittain Lane Association (BLA) requested RPC funding to cover legal fees for Planning Appeal APP/G2245/W/22/3308246. John Stambollouian was invited to speak for 3 minutes to address the Council. The Council agreed to look into the BLA campaign to explore if and how RPC could offer support. Clerk to contact Halstead Parish Council to obtain more details about their appeal in Broke Hill and how they gathered funds for the legal fees.
b) The Council agreed to take part in St Mary’s Church Christmas Tree Festival. The theme of ‘Allotments’ was chosen for this year’s tree decorations. JK to organise.

	6. MATTERS FOR REPORT
a. Action points outstanding since previous meeting
· No outstanding issues were raised.
b. Highways
· Highways to order the street signs for Hamlin Road and for Churchfield.
· Christmas lights – R Callow has been instructed to install them before the 1st Dec. Little Street has requested to be included this year. CK to ask Dentist and Dry Cleaners if they would like to be included next year as well.
Street lights
· SS updated regarding the streetlights on the Marlborough Estate. Ken has reported that the light cannot be controlled by a timer (and therefore be switched off at midnight as proposed) without first changing all the light bulbs which would incur a cost of approx. £3,200. It was agreed that the energy savings would not justify the expense at this point in time. To be reviewed in the future.
Footpaths and pavements
· SS to contact KCC about dropped curbs.
· CK is chasing the order for pansies to replace in planters.
Street furniture 
Traffic and local parking
· Speedwatch – no volunteers have come forward to run this.
· A resident in Church Field has complained about Invicta employees parking in their street and being abusive when approached.


Local business and services:
· E-watch reports:
· A21 Sevenoaks By-pass in Riverhead - On Monday 3rd of October around 19:50. Somebody broke the wing mirror of a Volvo XC60 being driven along the road. Crime Report No. 46/208796/22
· Scotts Way in Riverhead - Between 23:00 on Friday 28th of October and 03:00 on Saturday 29th of October. Somebody stole a black BMW, YK68***, parked on a driveway. Crime Report No. 46/208849/22.
· Aisher Way in Riverhead – On Tuesday 1st of November between 14:00 and 15:00. Somebody distracted the driver of a vehicle and proceeded to steal a wallet. Crime Report No. 46/211747/22.
c. Village Hall
· Safety Checks – Safety Log Book
· An extra key of the village hall has been given to Sadete. They now hold two keys.
· Little Mill has quoted for a new blind to replace the broken one - £370 + VAT. We have given them the go ahead with it but they have warned us there are delays in Velux and it will probably not be ready until the new year.
· Little Mill installers came to check the skylight that was broken / wouldn’t lock closed, and confirmed there was a part that needed replacing. They are ordering the part and will confirm date to replace in the new year.
· Online booking system is ready to go live. Mara has asked all regular hirers to confirm dates for the next 3 months so their slots are blocked in advance. The council has now registered with Stripe so we can take online payment as well. The new booking system should be ready for online use by the end of November.
· Preschool update - Sadete has told Mara their numbers haven’t increased, and they are just breaking even (not making any profit yet) so they are keeping the same three days next term.
· Michele had a call over the weekend from a hirer who was in the hall and the fire alarm had gone off. She didn’t know how to reset it so she called Alan, and then Mara and Shirley. She then realised it had been a smoke machine that had set off the alarm and was able to turn it off. SS would like Alan to give a demonstration and teach everyone how to reset the alarm for future incidents. Mara will give Michele the instructions, so she knows how to handle it in the future as well.
· R Callow is checking the thermostat in the committee room (possibly removing it and disconnecting it if it is not working). He has also been asked to instal a light sensor in the storage room to sort issue of hirers leaving the light on without noticing it and to fix a movement sensor in the Gents toilet.
· As instructed by Village Hall committee Mara has renewed energy contract SSE Energy with a fixed rate for 6 months.
d. Parkland
· Working party took place with 5 volunteers they cleared the paths.
· PS to research and update about the new storage container.
· CK has researched accessibility gates for Parkland but has only found wheelchair accessible ones.
· PS reported progress in wood carving statue.  An approx. of £2,000 has been quoted to carry out the work, including a bench and two animal carvings. 
· No other issues to report or questions on Parkland. 

e. Allotments & Open Spaces
· Rent for the allotments update – Thank you Mara for chasing payments.
· DMB Law has been chased without any success, so Mara contacted the Scouts directly and they are chasing from their side as well.
· IC and JK to contact Chris Stewart and John Constable to turn off water taps in the allotments.
· No further issues or questions on Open Spaces.
f. Communications
· No breaches of GDPR were reported.
· Coronation budget. Date had been confirmed for the Coronation of King Charles III on the 6th May 2023. An extra bank holiday has been announced for the 8th May 2023. Sunday 7th May was chosen as best day for the “Coronation Celebration” party in the Parkland. A budget of £2,000 will be allocated next year for the expenses. JK/SS suggested hiring Sue Rivers for the occasion. All members agreed on amazing talent of the performer and her fee of £1,000 was discussed PS suggested using the Bosville Valley Stompers and the P.A. system playing  background music in between so minimise costs this was felt to be a better use of funds.
· A new P.A. System has been bought for Council events.
· War memorial for World War II. – Council to consider as long term project in the future.
· Nothing else to report or questions on Comms.

	7. FINANCE COMMITTEE
· Review and approve invoices for payment.
· List of payments over £500: 
· CJS Plants Total £3,558 (paid in three payments of £1,186).
A list of payments has previously been distributed.
· Total Income received £36,042.79 including:
· Precept £27,938.
· CIL funds £5,800.29.
The list of receipts has previously been distributed.
· Budget 2022/23 to be prepared by all Committees and Sub-Committees and drafts to be presented at the next RPC Meeting.
· Clerk to send CIL expenditure examples doc to all councillors.
· CC suggested creating a mandate and get residential preferences regarding projects and where to spend funds. Council to help residents getting more involved in the decision making of where to spend council funds.
· No further issues to report or questions on Finance.

	8. PLANNING COMMITTEE
· Planning applications reviewed in the month were:
· 22/02675/HOUSE – 67 Marlborough Crescent, Riverhead TN13 2HL
· 22/02739/HOUSE – 30 Longmeadow, Riverhead TN13 2QY
· 22/02737/HOUSE – 108 Marlborough Crescent, Riverhead TN13 2HR
· 22/02228/FUL – Birchwood House Amherst Hill, Riverhead TN13 3DS
· 22/02791/HOUSE – 89 Marlborough Crescent, Riverhead TN13 2HL
· 22/02791/HOUSE – 6 Chipstead Lane, Riverhead TN13 2AG
· APP/G2245/W/22/3293204 - Chevening House Chevening Road, TN14 6HG
· 22/02987/HOUSE - Oak Beams Montreal Road, Riverhead TN13 2EP


	9. CORRESPONDENCE
· A list of general correspondence has been distributed in the meeting room and councillors are reminded to ask the Clerk if they are interested in seeing any item:
· PLAN 2040: A new plan for Sevenoaks District
· Clerks and Councils Direct – Nov 2022
· SLCC: The Clerk – Nov 2022
· Ruxley Manor – Winter 2022
· Countrysides Voices – Winter 20202


	10. CLERK’S OFFICE
· Internal Auditor has sent her summery report and it shows all is satisfactory. Next audit scheduled for the week of 20th February 2023.
· Clerk requested to change her working days to Mon, Tue and Thu and it was granted. Opening times to be updated on notice boards and online.
· NALC has announced the government pay offer accepted by unions. As already previously agreed at Full Council, both Caroline’s and Mara’s salaries will need to be updated and back paid from 1st April 2022. With effect from April 2023, an increase of one day annual leave entitlement has also been agreed.
· To consider adding an extra 1-2hours of clerk’s time into next year’s budget for Mara to do her training with SLCC.
· No updates regarding the candidates for the Councillor vacancies.


The meeting closed at 21.50 pm
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