RIVERHEAD PARISH COUNCIL
October Minutes 2022

	Meeting of the Riverhead Parish Council held at 19.30 hours on Monday 17th October 2022.

	[bookmark: _Hlk109035159]1. PRESENT:
Mrs Collins (Chairman), Mrs King (Vice Chairman), Mr Colnet, Mrs Stewart, Mr Croucher and Mr Smith. 
Also present: Mrs Estefani (Clerk) and Cllr Bayley SDC.
Apologies accepted: Mrs Kennett (Vice-Chairman).
Not present: Cllr Brown SDC and Cllr Chard KCC.

	2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

	3. MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20th September 2022 had previously been circulated and were approved and signed. 

	4. Reports from District/County Councillors
Cllr Bayley reported SDC consultation for 20mph speed limit and informed the council that Cllr Brown will be stepping down next May.

	5. MATTERS FOR REPORT
a. Action points outstanding since previous meeting
· Charles has confirmed that he can water the planters around the village.
· CK has contacted Chris Stewart about the gate for the allotments, she is waiting for a response.
· No other outstanding issues.
b. Highways
· SS updated about working party which took place on the 9Th Oct to clear weeds from the Aisher Way tier planters.
· Highways to review budget and order the street sign for Hamlin Road at Sub-Committee meeting.
· Council discussed the cost implications of setting up Christmas lights and concluded that due to use of low cost LED bulbs and timers set for shorter time frames, residents would benefit from the experience and create a happy atmosphere in the parish. Christmas lights will be installed and switched on on December 1st. Clerk to book R Callow to install the lights around the village. SS and IC to arrange mince pies, mulled wine and carol singing.
Street lights
· Streetlight electricity budget and the increased expected electricity costs was discussed. |Contract to be renewed at offered rates for another 6 months fixed contract.
· Possibility to turn off the streetlights at midnight on the Marlborough Estate was discussed. SS to contact streetlight to arrange this.
Footpaths and pavements
· KCC has responded about the drainage problem reported outside the library and leakage has been fixed.
· We have a quote for £150 to fix the uplighter on the grass bank. Highways has decided to wait until 2023 budget to go ahead.
Street furniture 
· Anti - graffiti varnish has been applied to the benches in the Parkland.

Traffic and local parking
· Maintenance work needs to be undertaken on the Tesco roundabout but volunteers who used to look after it have vanished.
· Speedwatch- an ad has been posted on social media asking for volunteers, but no one has come forward yet. Speedwatch posters to go on Noticeboards. SS to send official poster to Clerk.
Local business and services 
· E-watch reports:
· Aisher Way - On Saturday 1st of October around 18:39. Somebody in a black vehicle stole fuel from the petrol station.
· Chipstead Lane - Between 19:00 on Monday 3rd of October and 12:15 on Tuesday 4th of October. Somebody stole the catalytic converter from a Toyota Auris parked in the road.
c. Village Hall
· Safety Checks – Safety Log Book
· Tony (TGA Decorators) has repainted the walls that were marked after the party on the 9th Sept. He has sent an invoice for £100 which is covered by the deposit that was forfeit from the party. 
· Wi-Fi for hirers – Login details have been added to the hire agreement and an email to all regular hirers has been sent.
· Keys for the village hall are beeing monitored and a new logging system is been put in place. A new key will be ordered as a spare which will incur a cost of £48. This fee of £48 will be charged to any hirer who doesn’t return the key and this clause has been added to the regular hirers agreement.
· Village Hall Committee has decided:
1. To postpone the installation of a solar battery
2. To use the existing key tags
3. To add Scribe package for bookings and allotments. This will incur a cost of £228 per year but will facilitate the booking system of the hall and the invoicing for the allotments.
4. A outdoor combination lock for village hall key to be added to 2022/23 budget
5. A catering kettle for the hirers and small kettle for committee room have been ordered.
· Clerk to contact Little Mill to request quote to fix broken blind.
· No other issues to report or questions on Village Hall.
d. Parkland
· JK updated about the working party work at the stream.
· CK has researched accessibility gates for Parkland but has only found wheelchair accessible ones.
· PS updated about new benches. He is waiting for a quote to carve animals in the Parkland.
· No other issues to report or questions on Parkland.
e. Allotments & Open Spaces
· Rent for the allotments is being received but quite a few haven’t paid yet.
· DMB Law has been chased weekly about the Scout lease. They haven’t come back with anything yet. Clerk to keep chasing and try to arrange appointment with CC to discuss in person. 
· No further issues or questions on Open Spaces.
f. Communications
· No breaches of GDPR reported.
· Remembrance Day to take place on the 13th November. IC to arrange wreath donation with St Marys Church and liaise with Rev. Finn to organise reading of the fallen after the service. P.A. system might have to be bought/borrowed for the reading.
· Nothing else to report or questions on Comms.

	6. FINANCE COMMITTEE
· Review and approve invoices for payment
· A list of payments has been distributed 
· List of payments over £500: none
· Income received total £921. The list of receipts has been distributed
· Budget 2022/23 to be prepared before next RPC Meeting. 4th Nov set as provisional date for CC and PS to meet at the office and gather figures.
· No further issues to report or questions on Finance.

	7. PLANNING COMMITTEE
· Planning applications reviewed in the month were:
· 22/02325/HOUSE - The Orchard Montreal Road Riverhead TN13 2EP
· 22/02060/FUL - 1 - 1A Chipstead Lane Riverhead TN13 2AH
· 22/02540/MMA – 29 Homefield Road Riverhead TN13 2DU. Amendment to 22/00347/HOUSE.
· 22/02333/OUT – Land South East of Riverhead Infants School Cold Arbor Road, Sevenoaks.

	8. CORRESPONDENCE
· A list of general correspondence has been distributed in the meeting room and councillors are reminded to ask the Clerk if they are interested in seeing any item:
· Countryside Voices
· Clerks and Councils Direct
· SLCC: The Clerk – Sept 2022
· J. Parker’s Wholesale Catalogue Autumn 2022

	9. CLERK’S OFFICE
· No updates regarding the candidates who came forward regarding Councillor vacancies.


The meeting closed at 20:50pm.
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