Report of the District Councillors: Kim Bayley & Cameron Brown Introduction
Both your Councillors have attended Full and other Council meetings during the year albeit mostly via Zoom, as well as a number of informal usually telephone meetings with Council departments and constituents on a variety of issues. We have also attended a number of Parish Council meetings during the year.

Covid
Clearly much of the Council’s attention in 2020 has necessarily been focused around Covid. Not only did the council put into action a number of local support functions, including organizing the distribution of food boxes by local volunteers and supporting local businesses (including local leisure services provided by Sencio and the Stag), it has also had to administer Government business grants, rates rebates etc., all of which have placed a considerable strain on both council resources as well as finances, particularly when staff were required to self-isolate. SDC estimates that as a result of the Pandemic it has £5m in lost income and additional costs (including the temporary removal of car park charges), leaving it with a deficit of £300,000 to fill after national government support.

On the plus side, at the current time rates of Covid in the district are low - 7-day positive cases were at 37.3 per 100,000 of the population as at 25 February 2021. There were 77 active cases in the district. As of March 2021, 96,300 people have been vaccinated across the district.

Development and Planning
Planning applications across the district continue to run at reasonably high levels, notwithstanding the Pandemic. Both your Councillors have reviewed and taken appropriate action on a number of applications within the district. There have been a few difficult local issues such as parking around Riverhead Infants School, continued traffic issues in Chipstead Lane, enforcement issues on London Road Dunton Green and at the Cricket Club on Worships Hill, as well some anti-social behaviour issues around Chipstead lake etc.
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The new local plan was submitted some time ago but the Council was informed it had not met its duty to consult fully with neighboring authorities. In 2020 SDC lodged a judicial review of the Planning Inspectorate’s decision. Cllr Fleming commented as follows in relation to the refusal of the application, given in November 2020:
“We're clearly disappointed and somewhat bemused by the ruling from Mr Justice Dove, especially as the ‘duty to cooperate’, the reason given by the Planning Inspector to reject our plan, is set to be abolished in the Government’s own proposed planning reforms.
In our opinion, the removal of the ‘duty to cooperate’ is an open admission that it is neither effective nor workable in the local plan making process. Despite this, we believe we both met and exceeded the requirement. The Government’s own Planning Advisory Service and a number of former senior planning inspectors also supported our position.
Court action is never something we would enter into lightly. But, our plan reflects our communities’ priorities of protecting the rural nature of the District and the Green Belt whilst providing much needed new homes and improved infrastructure. We will always stand up for the communities we serve.”
We are reviewing the judgement in detail and considering our options”

The existing Local Plan, with all its current protections, will continue to be used to help decide planning applications until a new plan is agreed.
Your District Councillors continue to monitor any potential housing development, particularly in Dunton Green. Currently there is no further development envisaged in the Local Plan but if this changes due to Government imposed targets or the above review of the plan, we will endeavor to ensure that developers make a suitable infrastructure contribution and that suitable provision is made in relation to affordable housing.

Council Tax and Finances

As many of you may know, Sevenoaks District Council now receives no additional funding from central Government and is self-sufficient.
The Council operates a balanced 10-year budget and has an investment strategy that has sought to maximise the investment returns on savings and borrowings, for the benefit of residents as well as a property investment strategy designed to deliver returns of over 5%. Without this investment scheme many of the services we enjoy would have to be reduced. Currently among the larger Sevenoaks projects, the Council is rebuilding Swanley Leisure Centre at a cost of £20m and is renting out and marketing 10 new townhouses in Central Sevenoaks.

In February 2021 the Council, on a cross party basis, agreed a limited Council tax increase of a little under £5 a year for the average household.

Cllr. Kim Bayley
Kim now sits on 5 Committees at SDC as well as being Deputy Portfolio Holder for Innovation and Improvement (encompassing major infra structure and Council projects such as the new car parks, White Oak Leisure Plans etc. as well as communications). In addition to Innovation and Improvement, she sits on the Finance Committee, with a particular focus on ensuring that the District Council can continue to deliver the current levels of services with a vastly reduced budget, the Cleaner and Greener Committee (waste, parking, environment), the Governance Committee and the Appointments Committee. As Deputy Portfolio Holder, she also has regular updates with the Leader of the Council and the heads of property, finance and communications. During the year the Cleaner and Greener Committee has had a particular focus on driving a green agenda and the Innovation committee has looked to improve communications, customer services and monitor large infrastructure projects such as White Oak. 

Cllr Cameron Brown
Cameron is a member of the Audit Committee, is chair of the Scrutiny Committee and sits on the Development Control/ Planning Committee. Over the course of the year he

attended 18 SDC formal meetings, in addition to further meetings with Officers and local residents.
· A copy of his report in relation to the activities of the Scrutiny Committee has been annexed to this report.
· In terms of Development Control, Cameron has fought for local residents where possible and broadly tries to encourage consistency on the Committee, allowing residents a degree of certainty about their planning applications.

Finally
We do of course remain available to discuss any local issues with residents and members. Please do contact us by email - Cllr.brown@sevenoaks.gov.uk or Cllr.bayley@sevenoaks.gov.uk



Kim Bayley Cameron Brown QC

March 2021
