RIVERHEAD PARISH COUNCIL
September Minutes 2022

	Meeting of the Riverhead Parish Council held at 19.30 hours on Tuesday 20th September 2022.

	[bookmark: _Hlk109035159]1. PRESENT:
Mrs Collins (Chairman), Mrs Kennett (Vice-Chairman), Mr Colnet, Mrs Stewart and Mr Croucher.
Also present: Mrs Estefani (Clerk)
Apologies accepted: Mrs King (Vice-Chairman), Mr Smith, Cllr Bayley SDC, Cllr Brown SDC and Cllr Chard KCC

	2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Stewart interest in receipt from Tesco for a mat and washing bowl for the village hall kitchen. Total £13.00
Cllr Colnet interest in receipt from Colnet Construction Ltd. for the provision of materials for the village hall decorating. Total £805.31
Cllr King interest in receipt from B&Q for Paint for Parkland benches, total £21.00, and receipt from Ebay for spare Strap for Strimmer, total £9.84.

	3. MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th July 2022 had previously been circulated and were approved and signed. 

	4. Reports from District/County Councillors
No reports received.

	5. MATTERS FOR REPORT
a. Action points outstanding since previous meeting
· Cllr Kennet updated about the solar panel storage batteries.
· KALC carbon footprint calculator was reviewed and discussed. Only area for improvement is electricity bill.
· Watering planters around Village – Cllr Kennet to chase Charles and find out if he can fit the job in his schedule.
· No other outstanding issues.
b. Highways
· Working party on the 9th October to clear weeds of Aisher Way tier planters. Ad to be posted on the News section of the website to ask for volunteers to help.
· The street sign in Hamlin Road has deteriorated and needs replacing. Street Furniture budget to be used. Highways to order a new sign.
Street lights
· Streetlights have been redecorated and the invoice for £1,080 received.
Footpaths and pavements
· Drainage problem reported to KCC still outstanding. AC confirms that the land outside the Library is owned by KCC. Letter to be sent to KCC confirming they own the land where pipes need repair works.
· Headlight railings need fixing. Quote to be requested from electrician to replace the uplighter on the grass bank by the Riverhead Village Sign. 
Street furniture 
· Anti-graffiti varnish has been purchased. Parkland working party to apply it to benches.



Traffic and local parking
· Highways had a meeting with KCC about the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) for Riverhead; Highways to chase projects and a way to budget for completing them next year.
· At the Highways meeting they discussed residents’ request for a crossing between Tesco and the new child activity centre on Hamlin Road. CIL money to potentially fund this if approved by HIP Plan Team pending KKC approval.
· A resident has reported a need for maintenance work to be undertaken on the Tesco roundabout. Highways to check it up and report back.
· No updates on Speedwatch. Speedwatch to be suspended until team of no-councillors volunteer to run it. Ad to go on Social Media.
Local business and services 
c. Village Hall
· Safety Checks – Logged in Safety Book
· Tony (TGA Decorators) completed the redecoration of the village hall. The invoice for £1,841.49 was approved by email and paid on the 23rd August 2022.
· The toilet signs have been fixed.
· SS updated about the  Caretaker’s new responsibilities since her appraisal and the new system for managing her role and holiday cover.
· Kids Play & Learn Preschool is currently open 3 mornings a week and intends opening full time after her Ofsted inspection is carried out and numbers increase. Expected from January 2023.
· KL Yoga regular hirer has complained again about materials left out for her to put away before her yoga class. Cllrs agreed to send apology email and give her a free session off next month fees as a gesture of apology.
· Cllrs voted on policy to allow / not allow advertising with banners in the village hall. Results as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk114050608]1 No banners for anyone from October onwards but RPC will (1 VOTE)
   a) Publish details of the event on their Face Book page
   b) Display on RPC 3 exterior and 1 interior notice board/s, for 1//2 week/s, a poster supplied by the event organisers
   c) Make supplied flyers available to hall hirers
   d) Allow the phone box to be used by the event organisers to promote their event.
2 Allow Community Events * to display a banner for 1 week and hall hirers during their hall hire time (1 VOTE)
   a) Allow the phone box to be used by the event organisers to promote their event.
3 Allow Scouts, Riverhead School, Amherst School, RPC to display a banner (2 VOTES)
   a) Allow the phone box to be used by the event organisers to promote their event.
4 Allow Scouts, Riverhead School, Amherst School, RPC and hall hirers during their hall hire time to display a banner (1 VOTE)
   a) Allow the phone box to be used by the event organisers to promote their event.
*events which are for the community eg Riverhead Carnival, Scouts Fireworks, Picnic in the Park, work parties
· [bookmark: _Hlk115863153]Village Hall Sub-Committee to discuss the following and repost back at the next full council meeting:
· Wi-Fi for hirers – To be offered in the hall to all hirers including one-off hirers or only with regular hirers.
· Scribe package for online bookings. Quote for £19 per month shared with councillors for their discussion.
· Combination lock for village hall key.
· New kettle / catering kettle for hirers.
· New key badges and system to track keys. Copies of VH key.
· Electricity contracts renewals by the end October.
d. Parkland
· JK has contacted David Short to clear the block stream in the Parkland.
· SS suggested that an accessibility gate is installed at the bottom entrance to the Parkland. Parkland to research options.
· No other issues to report or questions on Parkland.
e. Allotments & Open Spaces
· Allotments list has been updated and invoices for Sept 22 – Aug 23 will be issued this week. An AGM Zoom meeting is to take place on the 10th Nov with the Riverhead Allotment Association to arrange the insurance cover for allotment holders.
· DMB Law has been chased in respect of the Scout lease. CC has volunteered to visit them at their offices. He will tell Mara his availability to arrange appointment with DMB Lawyers.
· CK has donated a gate for the residents of Hawthorne Lane. CK to get a quote for fitting the gate and fence around it.
· No further issues or questions on Open Spaces.
f. Communications
· No breaches of GDPR.
· Website has been updated with pictures of the Proclamation and the Funeral.
· Nothing to report or questions on Comms.

	6. FINANCE COMMITTEE
· Invoices for payment have been reviewed and approved.
· A list of payments has been distributed.
· List of payments over £500 included:
· Streetlights invoice £1,080.
· Colnet Construction invoice £805.31 for materials for decorating  the Village Hall.
· TGA decorators invoice £1,841.49.
· Streetlights maintenance contract £688.09.
· Other matters to report:
· We had an External Audit and no issues were raised. Completed accounts and notice of completion of audit were published on RPC website of the 5th Sept.
· Total income received £2,513.58. The list of receipts has been distributed.
· No further issues to report or questions on Finance.

	7. PLANNING COMMITTEE
· Planning applications reviewed in the month were:
· 22/02055/HOUSE- Rose Cottage Amherst Hill Riverhead TN13 2EL. Response: Support.
· 22/01874/FUL- 173 Marlborough Crescent Riverhead TN13 2HW. Response: Refusal.
· 22/02037/HOUSE - 32 Lyndhurst Drive, Riverhead TN13 2HQ. Response: Support.
· 22/01495/HOUSE - 16 Bullfinch Lane, Riverhead TN13 2DY. Response: Support.
· 22/02154/HOUSE - 12 Bullfinch Lane, Riverhead TN13 2DY. Response: Support.
· 22/02080/HOUSE - 3 Barnfield Road, Riverhead TN13 2AY. Response: Support.
· 22/01865/FUL - 112A Chipstead Lane, Riverhead TN13 2AQ. Response: Objection.

	8. CORRESPONDENCE
· A list of general correspondence has been distributed in the meeting room and councillors are reminded to ask the Clerk if they are interested in seeing any item:
· Glasdon Catalogue: Focus on Local Councils
· Clerks and Councils Magazine
· SLCC: The Clerk
· No other updates regarding the candidates who came forward regarding Councillor vacancies.

	9. CLERK’S OFFICE
·  An internal Audit took place on the 15th September without any issues. However, advice has been given to avoid possible complications with external audit regarding councillors using their own credit cards to purchase items.
· New budgets should be done by the end of October. Each committee or sub - committee should meet to prepare these. PS and CC to arrange date to meet Mara and gather the data to produce them.
· Irene attended the Sunday Evening Service at St Marys Church.


The meeting closed at 21.45pm
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