RIVERHEAD PARISH COUNCIL
June Minutes 2022

	Minutes of the meeting of the Riverhead Parish Council held at 19.30 hours on Monday 20th June 2022.

	1. PRESENT:
Mrs Collins (Chairman), Mrs Kennett (Vice-Chairman), Mrs King (Vice Chairman), Mr Colnet, Mrs Stewart, Mrs Hooper, Mr Smith and Mr Croucher
Also present: Mrs Estefani (Clerk)
Apologies accepted: Cllr Bayley SDC, Cllr Brown SDC and Cllr Chard KCC

	2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	3. MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th May 2022 have previously been circulated and are approved and signed. 

	4. Reports from District/County Councillors

	5. MATTERS FOR REPORT
a. Action points outstanding since previous meeting
· Solar panel storage battery.
· KALC carbon footprint calculator with raw data from pre-pandemic 2019/20: CP has now sent this and it has been passed on to Cllr Croucher for review.
· Watering planters around Village.
b. Highways
· Cllr Hooper is resigning as councillor effective immediately. Cllr Colnet to take her place at the Highways Sub-Committee.
Street lights
· Redecorating streetlights: Cllr Kennett has identified the worse 15 that need urgent attention;
· Church Fields: 24
· St Marys Drive: 94, 95, 96
· Lyndhurst Drive: the bottoms (5)
· Uplands Way: Bases of 37, 38, 39
· Montreal Road: 91
· Marlborough Crescent: 54 and 68
· New Riverhead sign has been ordered and should be installed by the end of August.
Footpaths and pavements
· Cllr Colnet reports drainage problem on pavement outside the library. Water leak still not fixed either. Cllr Colnet will provide pictures so Clerk can report to KCC.
Street furniture
· Cllr Colnet reports graffiti in some of the bus shelters. Cllr Kennett to check and inform next working party.
Traffic and local parking
· Local residents request for a crossing between Tesco and the new child activity centre on Hamlin Road. Highways meeting will discuss at their next sub-committee meeting.
· SDC Proposed On-street Parking Charges variation. Changes to the scales of charges for on-street parking, including Pay-and-display and cashless/pay-by-phone parking in certain roads in Riverhead. Email from Jeremy Clark was sent to all Cllrs 19th May.
· No updates in Speedwatch.
Local business and services
· A car was stolen on Marlborough Crescent.

c. Village Hall
· Safety Checks – Safety Log Book
· Cllr Stewart has requested to open up the discussion again about allowing banners in the Village Hall railings. Village Hall Sub-Committee should review minutes and offer recommendations to next full council.
· Clerk is chasing decorator to confirm dates for the painting of the village hall. An email with potential dates 5th – 19th August was sent on 9th June and waiting for response. Cllr Colnet to follow up with decorator and confirm dates.
d. Parkland
· Cllr King’s updated on the achievements of the monthly working party. There have been 5 working parties this month. Clive has informed that the blade of the strimmer has broken and he has taken back to Godfreys as it is under guarantee. 
· Residents have requested the following which will be discussed at the next Parkland Sub-committee meeting:
· A bench (picnic style) for the Dell area in the Parkland.
· The grass to be kept cut all year round in the lower end of the Parkland (where the Jubilee Picnic took place).
· Both Cllr King and Clive have been working hard removing graffiti from benches in the last month. Cllr King has asked if the bench at the top of the hill could be painted in anti-graffiti paint and she will ask Clive if he can help with this.
· The Gazebo bought from Robert Dyas for the Jubilee Party was disappointedly of very poor quality and collapsed on top of the band several times. Tape was used to attempt to fix while the bank was still playing but it had to be thrown away and taken into recycling point straight after the party. A full refund has been requested but Robert Dyas has asked for the Gazebo to be returned for the refund to be able to be processed. Pictures have been sent as evidence.
· A tree broke down in the Parkland side in path area of Amherst Hill and Britton’s Lane. The resident who lives in the Fountain Ridge Montreal Road reported that the tree was resting on their shed and fence and raised concerns for children playing the area on their way to/from school. The incident was reported on Friday 10th June when the office was closed so the Clerk picked it up on Monday 13th June. Cllr King kindly offered to check it up and the tree seemed to have been cut off and the area cleared. The resident however felt this was not sufficient and the debris still represented risks for children playing in the area. Alex Tilbury was contacted and quoted £160 to remove the tree and make the area safe. This was carried out on Friday 17th June.
e. Allotments & Open Spaces
· Turnover on the allotments. Inspection to take place Sunday 26th June at 14.30h.
· Lucy update liaising with DMB Law in respect of the Scout lease.
· The opening we blocked at Broadmead Allotment site was broken down last month. A combination lock is suggested to be installed. 
f. Communications
· No breach in GDPR reported.
· Cllr Hooper informs of an increased number of followers on RPC Facebook page after the Jubilee Picnic posts.
· Cllr Stewart informs that the Senior Coffee Mornings are back the Bulfinch from 30th  June. Clerk to send her the flyer by email to keep promoting the event.


	6.  Notified Item
a) To review and approve payments from budget to the following charities which will bring direct benefit to Riverhead and its inhabitants LGA 1972 s137
£1,400 in the budget for donations made under the section 137 power 
· Full list of usual donations was sent to all Cllrs for their review and are as below:
- Hospice in the Weald £100
- Royal British Legion £100
- Kenward Trust £100
-  West Kent Mediation Services £100
- Citizens Advice Bureau Sevenoaks £100
- Air Ambulance Kent Surrey Sussex £200
- Sevenoaks and District Samaritans £100
- Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group £100
- Sevenoaks Community First Responders £100
- West Kent Mind £100
· I propose to donate £1,100 to the published list of charities, seconded by Cllr Lucy Hooper Show of hands from the Councillors to approve 
· A contingency reserve of £300 for November (wreath for Remembrance Sunday & donation) will be taken.

	7. FINANCE COMMITTEE
a) Review and approve invoices for payment
· List of payments distributed
· List of payments over £500
b) Other matters to report
· Income received.
· Silver trophy funds £442 need to be spend in something for the benefit of Riverhead. Parkland new bench might be a good use for it.

	8. PLANNING COMMITTEE
· Planning applications reviewed in the month were:
· 22/00986/HOUSE - 137 Marlborough Crescent Riverhead TN13 2HW
· 22/01180/HOUSE - 10 Longmeadow Riverhead TN13 2QY
· 22/01153/HOUSE - Rose Cottage Amherst Hill Riverhead TN13 2EL 
· 22/01223/HOUSE - 122 Chesterfield Drive Riverhead TN13 2EF 
· 22/00463/HOUSE - 89 Marlborough Crescent Riverhead TN13 2HW
· 22/01319/HOUSE - 24 Uplands Way Riverhead TN13 3BW
· 22/01250/HOUSE - 42 Uplands Way Riverhead TN13 3BW
· 22/01465/HOUSE- 10 Marlborough Crescent Riverhead TN13 2HP

	9. CORRESPONDENCE
· Police reports: e-watch 19/5-24/5 Somebody stole a silver Nissan X-trail from layby A21 Sevenoaks by-pass.
· Cllr Kennet has reviewed the Code of Conduct. Copy to be sent to all councillors.
· Cllr Hooper has resigned as councillor. Registry office has been informed and Notice of Vacancy has been posted on website and notice boards.

	10. CLERK’S OFFICE
· Contact list to be updated taking out CP and LH.
· The shredder stopped working and a new one has been ordered from Amazon for £33.49.
· New name badges were needed as some new councillors have joined and some have been lost/damaged. A pack of 12 reusable ones that can be labelled at the office have been purchased from Amazon for £7.99 as these are better value than personalised ones.
· Holidays: Cllr Collins 29th June – 6th July. Cllr Stewart and Cllr Croucher 22nd July – 29th July. Clerk 25th July – 18th August.


The meeting closed at 20.30 pm
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